Artform: Saura Painting

Saura painting, also known as Lanjia Saura painting, is a traditional tribal art form
practiced by the Saura tribe in Odisha. The Saura tribe, also known as Sora or
Sabara, has been practicing this art form for centuries, deeply rooted in their
cultural and spiritual traditions. Saura paintings hold significant religious and
ceremonial importance, often created during festivals, harvests, marriages, and
other pivotal events. These paintings are believed to invoke the blessings of
deities and ancestors, serving as a bridge between the physical and spiritual
realms.

The themes in Saura paintings are diverse, encapsulating daily tribal life,
agricultural activities, celebrations, animals, nature, and deities. Community
scenes are a prevalent subject, rich in symbolic meaning and intricate detail.
Traditionally, Saura paintings are monochromatic, utilizing natural colors derived
from soil, leaves, rice paste, and other organic materials. Common colors include
white, red, yellow, and black, which contribute to the art form's distinct aesthetic.

A defining feature of Saura painting is its intricate geometric patterns and
symbolic representation of various aspects of tribal life. The motifs and symbols
are deeply meaningful, often depicting the tree of life, animals, birds, human
figures, and celestial bodies. This distinctive and meaningful art form reflects the
cultural identity and worldview of the Saura tribe, preserving a valuable part of
India's tribal heritage.

Artwork: Mandua Sum (Gram Devi)

In the Saura painting "Mandua Sum," Gram Devi, the village goddess, is depicted
with profound reverence and intricate detail, reflecting her spiritual and cultural
significance in the Saura tribe. Gram Devi is the central figure in the painting,
placed prominently to signify her importance in the village's spiritual life. The
artwork showcases meticulous detailing, with careful attention to the patterns and
motifs that adorn her figure, emphasizing her sacred status.

The composition of "Mandua Sum" is typically symmetrical and balanced,
symbolizing harmony and order—qualities attributed to Gram Devi. The painting
is arich tapestry of symbolism, artistic tradition, and cultural heritage, embodying
the deep reverence the Saura people have for their deities and their intricate
connection to the natural and spiritual world. This Saura painting not only serves
as a visual representation of the Saura tribe's spiritual beliefs but also as a
testament to their artistic prowess and cultural legacy.

Artist:

Rabinath Sabar, a principal artist from Odisha and a member of the Lanjia Saura
Tribe, has dedicated the past 15 years to mastering and promoting Saura painting.
His work is a vibrant testament to the rich cultural heritage of the Saura tribe.
Over the years, Rabinath has received numerous awards and has actively
participated in many art camps, showcasing his exceptional talent and
commitment to preserving this traditional art form.



Rabinath's dedication to Saura painting is evident in the intricate details and
symbolic motifs that characterize his work. His art not only captures the essence
of the Saura tribe's daily life and spiritual beliefs but also serves as a medium for
preserving and celebrating their unique cultural identity. Through his paintings,
Rabinath Sabar continues to inspire and captivate audiences, ensuring that the
rich tradition of Saura painting remains vibrant and appreciated by future
generations.

Location: Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi

Team Member: Rajendra Singh Laguri
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