Artform: Santhal Painting

Santhal paintings originate from the Santhal tribe, predominantly found in the
Indian states of Jharkhand, West Bengal, Bihar, Odisha, and Assam. These
vibrant and culturally rich paintings depict various aspects of Santhal life,
including scenes of farming, dancing, hunting, and festivals. The art form is
deeply intertwined with the tribe’s mythology, folklore, and rituals, often
featuring themes of nature, animals, birds, and village life. Santhal paintings are
renowned for their vibrant colors and simple yet expressive forms, which together
create a unique and captivating visual narrative.

The paintings are not merely decorative; they are imbued with symbolic meaning.
Animals, birds, and plants are significant motifs that reflect the tribe’s close
relationship with nature and their environment. These paintings are an integral
part of Santhal culture, often created during festivals, ceremonies, and
celebrations. They serve both decorative and ritualistic purposes, playing a
crucial role in preserving and transmitting cultural heritage and traditional
knowledge. Through their rich visual language, Santhal paintings offer a window
into the world of the Santhal community, celebrating their traditions, creativity,
and connection to nature.

Artwork:

This particular artwork by Rajendra Singh Laguri depicts a festival scene,
showcasing the traditional Jahira dance performed by the Santhal tribe during
festivals such as Dussehra and Kali Puja. The painting captures the essence of the
celebration, with women dancing in groups while men play musical instruments,
creating a vibrant and rhythmic composition. The top and bottom of the painting
are adorned with intricate designs, which are reminiscent of the decorations used
to embellish the walls of Santhal houses during festive occasions.

The artwork reflects the dynamic and joyous spirit of the Santhal festivals, where
dance and music play a central role. The rhythmic movement of the dancers and
the lively tunes of the musicians are beautifully conveyed through the artist’s use
of color and form. The painting not only illustrates a moment of communal
celebration but also embodies the cultural heritage and artistic traditions of the
Santhal tribe.

Artist: Rajendra Singh Laguri

Rajendra Singh Laguri, the Principal Coordinator, hails from Keonjhar, Odisha.
He holds a Master’s degree in Visual Arts from Utkal University of Culture,
Bhubaneswar. Over the years, he has actively participated in numerous camps
and workshops, honing his skills and deepening his understanding of various art
forms. Laguri’s work is a testament to his dedication to preserving and promoting
traditional Indian art, particularly the rich cultural expressions of the Santhal
tribe.



Through his paintings, Laguri strives to capture and convey the vibrant spirit and
cultural richness of the Santhal community. His meticulous attention to detail and
his ability to bring out the essence of Santhal life and traditions make his artwork
a valuable contribution to the world of Indian folk art. Rajendra Singh Laguri’s
paintings not only celebrate the visual beauty of Santhal art but also serve as a
medium for preserving and sharing the tribe’s cultural heritage with a broader
audience.

Location: Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi
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